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THE CRY FOR CHRIST TODAY 



A. T. ROBERTSON, D.D., LL.D. 
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The war is over, but its effects are lasting. We can never build a new world with 
the forces that destroyed the old. Until there is a new life in the hearts of men, there 
will not be a new hope in the institutions of men. 



The cry of the stricken world is that 
of Blind Bartimaeus, "Jesus, thou son 
of David, have mercy on me!" It is 
clear, general, and insistent. The only 
exception is the Bolsheviki, who have 
officially "abolished" God and Christ, 
because they identify religion with the 
Russian hierarchy. Since the war has 
swept on to victory, materialism no 
longer makes loud claims as the sole 
interpreter of life. For one thing the 
millions who mourn for their dead who 
lie buried in France and Flanders will 
not believe that death ends all. For 
another thing crass materialism is now 
identified with German philosophy. 
German names like Haeckel and 
Nietzsche are no longer names to conjure 
with in the presence of the great world- 
struggle for spiritual life and freedom. 

The reactions of men to the world- 
war are various and changing. When 
the cataclysm first swept over the world, 
men said not only that Christianity was 
a failure, but that Christ was a myth 
and God a monster for allowing such a 
catastrophe. German teachers, scien- 
tists, and theologians openly justified 
the Pan-German propaganda for world- 
conquest on the grounds of might, the 
law of the jungle. The nation that had 
become the school-teacher of the world 
suddenly relapsed into the barbarism 



of Goth and Vandal and Hun with 
all the refinements of cruelty that mod- 
em science could add to the methods of 
earlier barbarians. Whatever was true 
of other nations, it was at once clear 
that Germany was not Christian at 
heart, but still worshiped at the shrine 
of Woden and Thor, and that the "good 
German God" with whom the Kaiser 
claimed partnership was not the God 
and Father of all men revealed to the 
world in Christ and expounded by Paul. 

Some were able to see at the start 
that the issue of the war was far more 
religious than political, that it was Christ 
or Kaiser. Kultur at the point of the 
bayonet was the old demand of Caesar 
to Polycarp. When offered life if he 
would say "Lord Caesar," he persist- 
ently reaffirmed "Lord Jesus." Pagan- 
ism today is brutal as of old and changes 
its form but not its spirit. Christ came 
to set men free, and Caesar forever 
fetters the human spirit. Jesus sets 
men free by the truth. The Kaiser 
tried to enslave men by his mailed fist. 
So the issue was joined and the Kaiser 
was the new Napoleon. Once more it 
was Corsica or Galilee. 

The German war lords had no doubt 
of the outcome. They had calculated 
the steps to a nicety and had left 
nothing out of account. They even 
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claimed a mortgage on God. They had 
left nothing out save Christ and the 
spiritual values which they despised as 
of no military worth. Bismarck, the 
man of blood and iron, could have 
taught the Kaiser better, for he feared 
"the imponderables" most of all in war 
and in peace. But Bismarck was now 
a dethroned idol in the Kaiser's house. 

Ruthlessness took the place of right- 
eousness. Treaties were scraps of paper. 
Mercy was for weaklings. German 
historians could be trusted to throw a 
gloss over the necessity of atrocities 
for a swift victory which would silence 
all neutral opinion. God was on the 
side of the heaviest battalions, which 
were indisputably German. So the 
Juggernaut rolled on over women and 
children and old men. Little Belgium 
stepped into the path of the monster, 
and Britain sent her "contemptible little 
army" to the rescue. The miracle at 
Mons was believed by many to be the 
angels of God. But Louvain and the 
"Lusitania" were soon names that star- 
tled the world. Public opinion was defied 
and America flouted, till a new Sedan 
suddenly faced the hosts of the Kaiser, 
who fled for his life, and Germany was 
in defeat. God had dissolved that one- 
sided partnership. The old ethical 
values remained. Nothing after all 
had been really changed by the war. 
Right was still right. Truth was still 
truth. God was still God. Christ was 
still the White Comrade of the soldiers of 
freedom. Liberty lived on in the world. 

What had the war done for the 
religious life of men? It had done 
much. It had brought men face to face 
with reality. It had exposed the 
hollowness of all show and sham in 



church life and creed. Criticism of 
the churches on the part of soldiers 
has been common, as both Professor 
H. E. Fosdick and Mr. A. Clutton- 
Brock have shown in their articles in 
the Atlantic Monthly. Some of this 
criticism has been flippant and shallow. 
It is easy to attack and less easy to offer 
a substitute. The Y.M.C.A. has come 
in for its share of complaint, and our own 
government is under fire in some quar- 
ters. But it must be admitted that some 
of the objections made against official 
and institutional Christianity are well 
taken. Organized Christianity takes 
on different forms in different ages and 
different lands and different climates of 
opinion. Each one claims to be the 
best brand of the gospel, and men are 
prone to judge the original stock by the 
special offshoot which they know. 
Hence Mr. Clutton-Brock passes in 
review the various forms of British 
Christianity and rejects them all, 
though he believes in Christ. 

It is the old story. The Greeks come 
to Jerusalem and hear of Jesus. They 
come to Philip with the courteous 
request: "Sir, we would see Jesus." 
Philip was one of the chosen group of 
disciples gathered by Jesus to be his 
interpreters to men. Instead of intro- 
ducing the Greeks (men of culture of 
the time) to the Master, Philip (Greek 
name though he had), in a quandary 
by reason of his Jewish theology and 
prejudices, went off to consult Andrew 
as a man of wisdom and counsel. The 
middle wall of partition between Jew 
and Greek was to be broken down not by 
Philip but only by the blood of Christ 
on the Cross. In a puzzle the two dis- 
ciples bring their theological problem, 
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but not the Greeks, to Jesus. The 
heart of Christ is torn asunder by the 
narrowness of his disciples and the stu- 
pendous task of drawing all men to 
himself, possible only by the magnet of 
the Cross. Jesus hungered for the 
Greeks, but he looked through the ages 
of racial and national hatred and saw 
that he must, like the grain of wheat, 
lay down his life that by his death he 
might make it possible to bury class 
prejudice, sex prejudice, race prejudice. 
Jesus was surrounded by followers 
who did not know how to bring men to 
him. It was no wonder. Official 
Judaism was hostile to him, to his claims, 
and to his teachings. The proud Phari- 
see had made peace with Caesar and sat 
in the seat of authority and did not wish 
a kingdom of moral and spiritual values. 
The orthodox Pharisee, rabbi and scribe 
as well, held the keys of knowledge and 
had all the rules of piety laid down for 
observance by the righteous, while with 
hypocritical subtlety he evaded all 
inconvenient restrictions himself unless 
he could obtain credit in popular opinion 
for observing them. Jesus stood forth 
in an age of perfunctory piety and official 
religion and struck the note of reality 
and righteousness. He scouted mere na- 
tional religion, the prerogative of Abra- 
hamic descent, and thus enraged the 
officials of the state church, who plotted 
his death. Jesus recognized the rights 
of the state, but denied that church or 
state could throttle a man's conscience. 
He proclaimed the fatherhood of God as 
including men of all races. The King- 
dom of God was thus spiritual and catho- 
lic, and it was to be lived here on earth. 
It was to be applied to all the relations 
of life, individual, social, political, racial. 



Jesus was the iconoclast of all time. He 
smashed autocracy, religious and politi- 
cal, and asserted the worth of the indi- 
vidual man. The soul of man is compe- 
tent to deal alone with God, apart from 
church or priest. 

It is needless to say that the teaching 
of Jesus has not been popular when it 
has been really understood. The crowds 
in Galilee left Jesus in a body when they 
saw that, instead of loaves and fishes, 
he offered the spiritual appropriation of 
himself and the incarnation of his 
teachings in their lives. That has al- 
ways been the case, and it is true today. 
Spiritual Christianity has always flour- 
ished under persecution. The marriage 
of church and state has brought disaster 
to both and the divorce has had its 
scandals. It is hopeless to look to any 
form of national Christianity in the 
present world-crisis. France has only 
recently shaken off the load of Roman- 
ism. Italy struggles to be free. The 
United States alone has actual religious 
liberty for all, where no creed labors 
under any kind of disability. Great 
Britain has religious toleration, not 
religious liberty. Mr. Clutton-Brock 
scouts the Nonconformists as belonging 
only to the middle class, usually sup- 
posed to be the conscience and the 
backbone of a nation. Certainly some 
of these Christians do reproduce the 
spirit of Christ. Even in England the 
Nonconformists, whom Mr. Clutton- 
Brock dismisses with a short paragraph, 
represent fully half of the Christian 
forces of the land. In this country, 
where all religious sects are on a par, 
these very denominations — Baptists, 
Congregationalists, Disciples, Metho- 
dists, Presbyterians — dominate American 
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life. It can hardly be denied that 
some of these evangelical denominations 
approximate apostolic Christianity in 
many essential points. It must be 
admitted, however, that they have all 
fallen short in their social programs 
and have been more or less timid before 
political and financial leaders. But 
the Church of England and American 
Episcopalians have produced some of 
the noblest Christians of the ages. 

And yet, in spite of modern carica- 
tures of Christianity, which are all too 
common, the men of light and leading 
today insist that the only hope of the 
world is an actual trial of the message 
of Jesus. The League of Nations is 
one expression of this sentiment and of 
this hope. The Golden Rule has been 
kept out of business and out of politics. 
Diplomacy has been real double-dealing, 
in harmony with the etymology of the 
word. But the League of Nations can 
be made permanent and operative only 
by the spirit of Christ. The shadow of 
Bolshevism stalks behind the vanishing 
ghost of Pan-Germanism. The world 
has literally been dangled between 
autocracy and anarchy. The victorious 
outcome of the war with the Treaty of 
Peace has for the present removed the 
nightmare of Pan-Germanism. But it 
is acknowledged on all sides that Bol- 
shevism cannot be handled by treaties 
or armies. The only panacea for the 
maddened masses is the Peace of Christ. 
They must learn that a new spirit is at 
work among men, the spirit of brother- 
hood, of justice, of consideration, of love. 
The greatest statesmen and soldiers of 
the age are saying that Christ is now the 
only hope of the race. Once more the 



Greeks come and say, "Sir, we would 
see Jesus." 

And Jesus can be seen. He is not 
invisible to those who have eyes to see, 
ears to hear, and hearts to understand. 
The trouble today is precisely what it 
was in the day of Philip and Andrew. 
There were clamoring voices then that 
dinned into men's ears their patent cure- 
alls. Pharisee, Sadducee, Essene, Zealot, 
Herodian, Eschatologist, Stoic, Epicu- 
rean, Platonist (and soon neo-Platonist), 
Jewish-Alexandrian philosopher, the 
priest of the old Greek and Roman gods 
and goddesses, Mithraist, Gnostic, wor- 
shiper of Isis and Cybele, adherent of 
the Emperor-cult, skeptic, atheist — 
these all wrangled in the market-place of 
the world. The first thing to do is to 
clear one's glasses and to open one's 
eyes. It was hard then to see Jesus as 
he was because of one's environment and 
heredity. So today men look at Christ 
from the standpoint of Romanist, 
Anglican, denominationalist, sacramen- 
tarian, ecclesiastic, theosophist, skeptic, 
man of the world. Each one sees what 
he sees or thinks that he sees, and is 
prone to assert that he sees all there is 
to see. Christ is universal in his nature, 
Jew though he was. He belongs to all 
time and to all men. But one may 
catch only a partial glimpse of Christ. 

If we could brush aside all official and 
institutional types of Christianity and 
come to Mark's Gospel and the Logia 
of Jesus (those parts of Matthew and 
Luke that are alike), we should start 
with the simplest form of Christianity 
preserved in the New Testament. We 
should still have all the essential dogmas 
of the gospel. A message without 
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dogma has no backbone and no power. 
It can be shown that the structure in the 
New Testament built on this foundation 
by Peter, Paul, and John is in harmony 
with the spirit of it. But let that pass. 
The point to emphasize here is that no 
people as a whole has ever seriously 
tried to live by the principles of the 
Kingdom of God as taught by Christ in 
the earliest reports of his teaching. 
And yet Jesus sternly insisted that men 
must be judged by the standard that he 
set up before them. The world as a 
whole has come to praise theoretical 
Christianity, but passes by on the other 
side if a point in detail comes up. The 
call today is for the gospel of action, not 
of mere words. 

The cry for Christ today is for some- 
thing new under the sun. It is for an 
honest and general effort for men to put 
to the test the moral teachings of Jesus 
in the home, in business, in the school, 
in the state, in international life, yes, 
and in the church. The thing can be 
done. The teaching is all there, plain 
as a pikestaff. It requires only clear 
eyes to see and honest hearts to under- 
take the task. If it is done, race preju- 
dice will die, religion will be free from 
state control, the churches will be demo- 
cratic in form, they will accept Jesus 
as Lord and Teacher, class injustice 
will disappear, capitalist and laborer 
will clasp hands as co-workers for the 
common welfare, religious profession 
will square with actual life, no priest will 
terrorize the spirit of man, every man 
will claim direct access to God through 
Christ, no one will hold back from the 
cause of Christ what Christ needs of 
service or of money, loyalty to country 



will be a corollary of loyalty to Christ, 
the welfare of the whole world will enlist 
the sympathies of all. All of this, and 
more like it, is in the earliest reports 
of the teaching of Christ. The world 
still waits for the actual experiment on a 
wide scale of putting these teachings to 
the test of practice. 

We cannot wait for the wholesale 
adoption of the program of Jesus for the 
race. We must each face the whole 
truth for himself. There is no other 
way. "If ye know these things, happy 
are ye if ye do them." Religion cannot 
be written in a law or carried by a popu- 
lar election. The goal of the Kingdom of 
God is to reproduce on earth in the life 
of a whole people the life of heaven. 
But the sower sows the seed and it 
fares differently according to the soil. 
So it is today. Let us not despair by 
reason of the multiplication of denomina- 
tions and the deficiencies of organized 
Christianity. The spirit of democracy 
expresses itself with freedom and variety. 
It cannot be otherwise. No artificial 
union will come to anything. The only 
justification for the existence of any 
church is that it is bringing in the King- 
dom of God, bringing it to pass here and 
now in the lives of men and women who 
are to regenerate the world. Any 
church that is a mere asylum from the 
world with no mission to the world will 
die and deserves to die. It is still true 
that the only way to save one's life is 
to give it. That is as true of a church 
as of an individual. 

It is still early morning for Christi- 
anity. It is at last time for each of us 
to try the experiment for himself. The 
cry is for Christ. He can be found. 
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He stands at the door and knocks. He 
will come in and sup with every man who 
pulls the latchstring. He will stay in 
the heart, in the home, at the plow, in 
the factory, in the editor's sanctum, in 
the engineer's cab, in the office of the 
captain of industry, in the Senate of the 
United States, in the governor's chair, 
if the occupant will live by the rule of 
the road, the narrow way that leads to 
righteousness here in this workaday 
world of toil and trouble. Kaiserism 
has gone. Bolshevism will go if Christ 
is allowed to come to the cottage of the 



cottar, the hut of the miner, the palace 
of the money-lord, the office of the states- 
man. A little leaven will leaven the 
whole lump. A few live Christians who 
are in earnest and unafraid can revolu- 
tionize any community and clean up any 
city. The social program of Christ is 
the world's hope in the new dawn that 
has come. But every man must build 
over against his own house, make his 
home a heaven for wife and children, 
and see that his neighbors have the 
privilege of living in a colony of heaven 
here on earth. 
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Just as we think that an unintelligent use of the Bible has been abandoned and that 
everybody uses the Scriptures in a historical way, there suddenly breaks forth a 
recrudescence of the older sort of teaching. We have to begin all over again, as it were, 
with each new generation. But we are farther ahead than we were a generation ago. 
Truth is already prevailing, and the Bible is better understood in ever-widening circles. 



The old Bible was a magical book, 
fearfully and wonderfully made. Every 
letter, every comma, and every period 
were put there by God himself. It 
was a very plain book, so plain that the 
wayfaring fool need not err therein. 
For the Bible said things, and it meant 
exactly what it said. The preacher 
inquired very little into questions of 
history, customs, and contexts. If some 
things seemed strange or contradictory, 
his was not to reason why, but as he 
read so he believed, never doubting. 
"The Bible says so" was reason enough. 
For him the Bible was an encyclopedia 



of texts to hang sermons upon. With 
these texts he put to flight armies of 
heretics, built for himself systems of 
doctrine and theologies, and smote the 
consciences of sinners. Sometimes the 
preacher chose a whole passage and 
explained it for the edification of his 
congregation. The Bible then became 
a book of devotion to build up and enrich 
Christian character. The vices of saints 
were condemned and the virtues of 
salvation enforced. If, perchance, some 
parts were absolutely barren, or exceed- 
ingly obnoxious to the moral sense, then 
God must surely be speaking in figures 



